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Of the Unpardonable 81 N 1 


AGAINST THE 


HOLY GH OST: 


John V. part of Verſe 12. There is a Sin nnto 5 
Death. 


. 


His Sin which St. John calls here as Sin unto 
Death, is the unpardonble Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ,deſcribed by our bleſſed Saviour, 
Matth. 12. 32. That whoſoever commits it, hath no 
forgiveneſs,neither in this World,nor in the World 
tocome 3 for, All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be 
forgiven unto Alen; but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Gho#t, ſhall not be Tay Ab ven unto Men: Aud he that ſpeaketh | 
4 Word againſt the it ſhall be forgiven him; 2 whoſo- 1 
ever ſpeaks again#t the Holy Gho#t, ſhall never be forgiven, "| 
neither in this World, nor in the World to come, This Sin * 
againſt the Holy Ghoſk, is that Sin which St. John pli 
calls here the Sin anto Death Not becauſe that Sin de- Bl 
ſerves Death, for ſo does all Sin deſerve Death, both pai 
Temporal and Eternal; ; for, The Wages of Sin(even all pla 
+ Death, Rom. 6. But this Sin 0d the Holy Ghoſt. doi 
called, The Sin nnto Death bamaſe it binds a Man is n 
over do eternal Death, without any poſſibility of re- wh; 
covery. Now ſome there are, that go on from one | + 
Degree of Sin to another, they beighten and aggre- | Sin 
vate their Sins more and more, until they are brought | and 
to that height at laſt, as to commit that Sin, for | Holz 
which there is no forgiveneſs. 3 


There is no more Nan ſince the Fall, that can live | of th 
| with. | 
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'® without Sin, for all are Sinners; but yet there are de- 
| grees of sin; ſome Sins in their own Nature are ſmall, 
others are more great and hainous. Many Sins there 
1 are that are great, yet pardonable, and one Sin there 
1 unpardanable, and whoſoever commits that one Sin, 
mall have no forgiveneſs, but muſt for ever bear the 
weight and puniſhment, both of that and all of his o- 
ther Sins. There is ſuch a Sin as St. Jon ſpeaks of 
here in my Text, that is, A Sin 7 
And now 1 come to the Explicatioſof the Words; 
from wheace | ſhall raiſe this point of Doctrine: 
Doct. That among M other Sins committed by fallen Man- 
*r there is only one Sin that is, A Sin — Death, 
and whoſoever committeth that, he hath no forgive 
_ neſs, neither in this World, mor in the World to com. 
Now for my farther proceeding on the Subject 
I ſhall lay open to you, 
Fir, What the Sin umo Death is, 
Secondly, That alt other Sins, how great and has. 


nous ſoever, may be forgiven. | 
Thirdly, That this Sin alone ſhall never be forgiven. 


Fend; The Reaſon why that Sin alone is unpar- 


7 1 donable : And then, © 
| - Laſt, 1 ſha conclude all with a few Words of Ap- 


pl lation. 

I ſhall begin firſt with the Deſcription of this ud- 
pardonable Sin ; Where 1 mall endeavour to make as 
Plain a Deſcription, oft A as poſſible l can; and in 
doing of it, 1 ſhall, Fir #, Shew you Negatively what 

is not this Sin. Secondly, 1 ſhall tſhew you poſitively 

w hat it is. 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew you Negntively, what is not this 


Sin unto Deatb, or 10 what Degree a Man may Siu, 
and yet not n that unpardonable Sin at the 


Holy Choſt.. 
20 quenching of the motion 


Fir , It i the 
of the Spirit, t tbat fn; "tis true, when the 
Holy 


E 
_ Ghoſt comes with a ſtil} Voice, and knocks at 
the doors of ſinners hearts for entrance, he often comes 
— ſtrives with them, and ſecretly woogs and be- 
eeches them to leave their Sins, and be converted; 
yet they quench and ſtifle all his Motions, and bare 
Up tlieir Hearts againſt him, and will not be Obedient 
— his Heavenly Calls; now ſuch Sin grievouſly againſt 
| he Holy Ghoſt : But yet this alone is not the un- 
ö pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; for many who 
} have ſtood itoutalong time,and have often quenched 
25 and grieved the Holy Spirit, yet at laſt they have been 
: - wrought upon unto ſincere Converſion. 
' Secondly, A Man may commit many heinous and cry- N 
ing Sins, and yet not be Guilty of the unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, A Man may be an Idolator, (| 
a Whoremonger,a Fornicator,a Murderer, and work | | 
Witch craſt, and Sin with a very high Hand, nay, he 
may live in all manner af Filthineſs and Led neſs, and 
yet not be under the Guilt of the unpardonable sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Thus we read, 2 Ch. 33. 
that Manaſſerſigned with a very high Hand'; he was 
an Idolator, an Inchanter, and werked Witch craft, 
and dealt with familiar Spirits, and wrought much 
Evil in the Sigh: of the Lord. And Mary Magdalen 
had even Devils caſt out of her, Like 8. 2. and yet 
both were pardoned, J 
Thirdly, A Man may Sin 'preſumptuobſly againſt 
great Light and Knowledge, and yet not commit. this 
Sin unto Death : For Peter when he denyed Chriſt, he 
did it againſt great Knowledge of Chriſt 3. he knew F 
Cbriſt to de his Lord and Saviour, he was one of Chriſt's 
beloved Diſciples, and for all that, how ſtrongly he 
denyec Chriſt, and that with an Oath too; and yet for | 
all that, Chriſt looked upon him with a merciful Eye, | 
and he repented, and was forgiveti, ©” 
 Fourthly, It is not every malicious Sin that is the 
uppardonable Sin againſt the Holy Tol ;* for Saint 
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Paul certainly had a preat Malice in his Heart when he 
went on fo furiouſly to per ſecute the Church of God; 
and yet he was converted, and became a Preacher 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which before he perſecuted. 
Fiſthih and Laſthy, It is not final Unbelief, nor final 
Impenitence, that is the unpardonable Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, thovgh ſome be of Opinion, that it is, 
becauſe that Sin is unpardonable; ard Chriſt bimſelf 
1 hath ſaid, Matthew 12. 20. That all manner of Sin and 

Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unte Men, except it be the Sin 
againſt the Holy G hoſt But you are to take the Words 
of our Saviour in their true Sence and Meaning; it 

is all mavner of Sin and Blaſphemy committed with- 
in the Coitnais of a May's Life, that” ſhall be for- 

(| given, Except the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; for the 
Sin of final impenitency, and final Unbelief, is not 
complcated until the very Moment of Man's Death, 
and then you all know, that there is no Repentance, 
and conſequently no pardon after Death, for Chi ĩſt 
Taith He that Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath no For- 
; piveneſs, neither in thus World, nor in the World to come. 
} Now why ſhould Chriſt ſay in this World, if there. be | 4 
no ſpace to be forgiven in this World? But a Man may 
commit the unpardenable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoff, 
even many Years before his Death. Beſides, there 
are many Thobſands that dye Impenitency and Un- 
belief, and are Damned, and yet never committed the 
un par donable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Thus have 

"I ſhewed yon negatively what is not this unpardonable 
Sin, no e of thoſe Sins in particular is that Sin. 

** Secondly, 1 come now to ſhew yau poſitively what 
this Sin unto Death is, and wherein this uopardonable 
 Shagainſt the Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt. Now there are 
ſevetal Opinions in the World about it, ſome hold one 
\ thing; ſome znother; but I have not time nor room to 
J diſpute concerning others Opinions about it; but 1 
Will endeayour, thro' God's help, to lead you 3 
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plain Sight of it, by the Light of the Holy Scripture yen t 
Now in the firſt place you muſt know, that therehhere 
are two forts of People that connot commit this un-His H 
_ pardonable Sin. Fir, The true Believers cannotheny 
commit it, though many times, for their Tryal, God IChrit 
ſuffers them to fall foully in to many grievous Sins; Ine tb 
yet they being rooted into Chriſt, they are upheld by [gill u 
free Grace and Mercy, that they cannot fall into this Ifirmi 
unpardonable Sin. Secondly, The groſly Ignorant can- [ger 
not commit it, becauſe it is a Sin againſt great Light ly, v 
and Knowledge. Indeed, the greateſt part of the |apait 
World ſhall be damned; yet amongſt that greateſt parg},44; 
there is but few of then that can commit that un- again 
pardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, I Lett 
Some have both Light and Grace, theſe ſhall not ,yy 
commit the unpardonable Sin. Again, ſome have them 
neither Light nor Grace, theſe cannot commit it. But Þand 
there are ſome again that have Light and no Grace; God 
theſe are they that are liable to commit the unpardon+ a ve 
able Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Now there muſt be rece 
two Ingredients to make up this unpardouable Sin; { that 
that is. Light in the Head, and Malice in the Heart, | tren 
without theſe two, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt bave 
cannot be committed. For to Sin againſt great Light you 
and Knowledge, is not that fin alone; nor yet to || jp! 
Sin ignorantly out of that Malice, is got that Sin; || ther 
but they muſt joyn both together to make up this || Hol 
unpardonable Sin: This we ſee plain by f ut. tog 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul; Peter he denied Chriſt, Hol 
and forſwore himſelf too, and that grievoiſly agaltiſt the 
great Light and Knowledge; for he knew Chriſt to 
de the only begotten Son of God, and he knew God I 
in him; he was one of Chriſt's Diſciples, and one of gaga 
his beloved Diſciples tod; he was taught of Chriſt, cel 
and had experimental Knowledge of his Love and Fa- 
your, and yet he wickedly with an Oath denyed him. 

"Now if Peter nad done this out of Malice and Splat, 
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© then he had committed that Sin unto Death, for which 
*rChhere is no forgiveneſs: But Peter had no Malice in 

in- his Heart all this while, even at that time when he 
otHenyed Chrift, as you may ſee Matth. 29. when 

od Chriſt told him, Before the Cock Crow thou ſhalt deny 

S z me thrice. He anſwered, If I fhould dye with thee, I 

by [will not deny thee, And then denying him through in- 
lis firmity and weaknels of the Fleſh, when he had con- 

n- ſidered what he had done, he went out and wept bitter= 
ht h, v. 75. And Pual he had great Malice and Spight 
he [againſt the Ways and People of God, as you may ſee, F 
NA, 9 1. Paul breathed ont Threatnings and Slanghter, | 
N= | againft the Diſciples of the Lord, and deſired of them 
I Letters to Damaſcus, to the Synagogues, that if he found 

ot any of his May. whither Men or Women, that he ſhould bring 
ve them bound to Jeruſalem. Now here was great Rage 

ut hand Malice in Saul, againſt the Ways and People of 
; Jod; but doing it lgnorantly, he at laſt hearing of 
n |a Voice, Saying, Saul, Saul, why perſecute t thou me? And 
de receiving of a Light from Heaven, that it was Jeſus 
1; {that he Perſecuted, he was pricked at the Heart, and 
S | trembling and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou 
It | pave me to do? Now by theſe two Places of Scripture; 
it you may plainly ſee that Peter finned againſt great 5 
o Light, and Paul out of great Malice, yet none ß 
5 them both committed the unpardonable Sin againſt the 
is Holy Ghoſt. But whenſoever Light and Malice meet 
5 | together in one Man, then there is the Sin againſt the . 
Holy Ghoſt. Now as all other Sins, ſo this Sin againſt: 
ſt the Holy Ghoſt may be committed in Thought, Word, 

or Adion. ED | | 
Firſt, In Thought; that is, when a wicked Man, 
x [againſt his clear Light and Knowledge, doth but con- 
2. jceive a Malicious Thought or Purpoſe towards Perſe- 

” {cuting the Goſpel of Chriſt, or of the Saints of Chriſt, 

o hinder the Work of the Holy Ghoſt in them. 

This Sin, is to be thought, was the Sin of — 
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loſt An els,for which cauſe they were loſt without all | 
hopes of Pardon. Now ſome diſpute whether their | 
Sin, was a Sin of the Thought; but ! ſay, with all likeM- 
hood it was; for the Angels being only Spirits with- 
ont Bodies, and ſo have no uſe of bodily Tongues, it 
could not be committed in Word, nor yet could they 
commit it in Action, becauſe. they were caſt out of 
Heaven before they could bring it into Practice, there- 
fore it muſt be a Sin of the Thought. . 
No their Sin was this, Their Habitation being in 
the higheſt Heavens, next under God himſelf, they, | 
had exceeding great Light and Knowledge, they had 
more Knowledge than all the Men in the World ever 
had, and were happy above all other Creatures: But 
I when not being contented with this Eſtate, they 
thought to be as high as God himſelf ; therefore Ma- 
liciouſly ſought to make War againſt the Son of God, 
and put him out of his Throne, for which Cauſe they 
were immediately thruſt out of Heaven, nevermore, 
to ſee the Face of Mercy : and thus from the beginning 
they have been contented malicious and revengeful,a 
_ raging Beaſt,and a roaring Lyon: thus their Sin being 
of the ſame nature with the Sin againſt the HolyGhoſt, 
they were excluded all:hopes of Pardon. 
| - But the Sin of our firſt Parents was not the unpar- 
Auonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is clear, for tho 
they ſinned againſt great Light, yet they obeyed, and 
complied with the Will of God, even when the Temp- = 
ter came, until at laſt they were inticed and over- | 
come \ but they did not fall maliciouſly, and ſo were 
not excluded a Poſſibility of Mercy. 
' Secondly, This Sin may be committed in Word too: 
that is, When a Man ſpeaks blaſphemoufly and malici- 
ouſly of Chriſt and his Holy Way; this was the Sin of 
the Scribes and Phariſes, Mark 3. 22. There were cer- 
tain Scribes came and ſaid, This fellow bath Belzebub, and 
caſteth ont Devils by the Prince of the Devils, 1 
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| blaſphemed wherewith ſer iy blaſpheme 3. bud whos. 
| ſoever ſual! blaſpheme againſt. the Holy Ghoſt, hath never 
 Feypiveneſs, but is in danger of eternal Damnation. 
Now the reaſon of this Speech of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, is ſhewed in ver. 20. becauſe they ſaid, He hath an 
uncloan Spirit; which platnly ſhews, that theſe Scribes 
had ſpoken blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe 
icrives were great learned Men, they could know no 
other, but that Chriſt was the Son of God, and they 
knew that he caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God, 
and yet they out of ſpite to Chriſt, maliciouſly and 

-\ blaſphemouſly ſaid, That he caſt out Devils by Belte- 
bub the chief of Devils. Thus theſe Scribes commit- 
|, ted the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that in a Word. | 
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word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, if they 


fall away, to renew them again to repentance, ſeeing they 
cruciſy afreſh to themſelves the Son of God, and put him to 
——_ | | 


No the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is briefly this: 


It is a wilful and malicious oppoſing of the known 


Truth, joyned with final Apoſtacy. 
- _ ſhall a little explain theſe words, and then pro- 
ceed. | 


Firſt, This ſin unto Death is an oppoſing ſin; now to 
oppoſe a thing,is to contradict it, or gain-ſay it; when - 
a Man ſays a thing is ſo, and ſo, ke denies it, and 


ſays it is not ſo ; when aMan ſays, a thing muſt be done, 
he ſays again, it muſt not, nor ſhall not be done ; ſuch 
an oppoſition is in the Heart of him that commits this 
unpardonable fin; but a Man may be an oppoſing 
Man, and yet cannot commit this ſin; therefore, 
Secondly, It is the truth that he muſt oppoſe ;' that 
is, he muſt utterly oppoſe and re;e& Chriſt, who ſaid, 
I am the truth, John 14. 6. He oppoſeth all his threat- 
nings, and will not believe his Promiſes, and counts 


him to be a ſeducer of the People, and counts the blood 


of the covenant to be an unholy thing; nay, the 
alſo oppoſes the ſpirit ef Chriſt, who is the ſpirit 
of Truth; ſo that he will not obey his Motions, and 
will not be led nor guided by him; but a Man may 
oppoſe the truth, and yet do it ignorantly ; therefore, 
* Thirdly, It muſt be the known truth that he oppo- 
ſeth; he muſt be once enlightned: But you muſt 
know, that it is not only a notional Knowledge, and 
humane Learning, he may know much of God, and 
of his Will in the Letter of the Word, and yet not be 


capable of committing this unpard onable Sin; but he 
muſt be ſo far enlightned, as to ſee the evil that is 
in ſin,B and the excellency of Chriſt ; he muſt taſte of the 
heavenly op epi ork Partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and taſte of the good Word of God, and the Fowers 
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nant, which he counts as an unholy thing, he is in part 
ſanctiſied and cleanſed from many Sins, he muſt have 
ſweet communion with God in his Word and Sacra- 
ment, he muſt have ſome Taſte of the love and favour 
of God and comforts of his Spirit, and be refreſhed 
by it, and taſte of the Joys of Heaven, and have ſome 
fore - taſte of the happineſs of the World to come. 
This is that light and knowledge that lays a Man 
open to the committing of that unpardonable Sin: 
but yet a Man may ſin againſt this Light and experi- 
mental Knowledge, and yet do it through the weak- 


neſs of the fleſh, or through ſome violent temptati- 
on, as Peter did when he denied Chriſt ; therefore, 


Fourthly, He muſt oppoſe the known truth wilfully, 
he muſt wilfully fall away after he hath received the 
knowledge of the Truth, other Sins are committed 


through infirmity, but this Sin is wilfal; the will is 
the chief Actor in it; and to compleat and make up 


this unpardonadle Sin, there is, 


Fifthly, Malice in the Heart 3: without this, this fin 


cannot be committed; it muſt be a malicious oppoſing 
af the known Truth; that is, when Men being once 
enlightned, and taſted of the heavenly Gift, and the 
good word of God, and have been made Partakers of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and have bad ſome ſweet reliſh and 
fore-taſte of Heaven, he comes at laſt to take a diſlike, 
and to hate the holy, ways of God, and maliciouſly 
oppoſe and perſecute them, and to die in deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace, crucifying afreſh the Son of God, 
and putting him to open ſhame. | \ 

Now a Man having gone thus far, he comes in the 


\ 


laſt place to be an Apoſtate; for thus to oppoſe 


. 


wilfully and malicioufly to known truth, is 


always joyned with final and total Apoſtacy; and 
he that is ſo far enlightned, as to ſee the evil of ſin, 
and the excellency of Chriſt and Holineſs, and been 


„. 
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made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; of his Graces and 


to come: now for. ſuch a one wilfully, ſpitefuily, and 
malicionſly to fall away, be ſo falls, as never to riſe 
more: li is true, the Children of God fall, and that 
often, and yet ariſe again; but when they fall through 
infirmity, and not wilfully and maliciouſiy; but 
theſe wicked VVretches fall wilfully and malici- 
ouſly, and ſo fall finally. Againſt ſuch the Door of 


Mercy is ever ſhut; concerning ſuch St. Peter faith, 


comforts, and taſteth of God's Iove and favour in Jeſus 5 
Chriſt, and has ſome fore · taſte of the joys of the world 


me 


It had been berter for them not to have known the way of ech. 


FRigbhreouſneſi then afrer they have known, to turn from the 


holy Commandments delivered unto them. But it happen- 
ed unto them according to the true Proverb, The Dog 


i turned to his Vomit again; and the Sow thæ was waſhed, 


to ber wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 2. 21, 22. There 


is fuch another dreadful place of Scripture againſt 
theſe kind of Apoſtates : that is, Heb. 10. 26. For if 


we /in wilfully after we have reccived the knowledge of the 
Truth, there remains no mor? ſacrifice for Sin, but 4 
fear fui looking for of Jaagment ard fiery Indignation, Thus 


| 1 have given you five ſteps, as ſo many links in a chain, 
all which makes vp the unpardonable Sin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, It is a wilful and malicioas oppoſing 
of the ktown Truth joy ned with final Apoſtacy. 
Thus | have ſhewed you, as plain as I can what this 
fin unto death is. Now to proceed: 


Secondly, The next thing to be conſidered, is, that 
all other Sins or Blaſphemies whatſoever may be for- 


given, be our {ins never ſo great and many, tho? we be 
the vileſt Wretches that ever liy'd, yet there is hopes 


of pardon upon repeatance ; Mazaſſes was the vileſt 
Sinner that ever we read of, yet he repented and was 
pardon'd: Alſo Afary Magdalen was the chief of ſin- 
ners, for out of her came ſeven Devils, yet becauſe 


— 


me loved much, much was forgiven her. A Man 85 — 


he 


Ac 


| | be a Whoremonger, an Adulterer, and work Witch: 
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eraft and deal with familiar ſpirits, and yet at laſt he 
may repent and be ſaved: and yet I have heard talk 


| | of fore that are ſo fooliſh as to take the ſin of Fornica- 
| tion to be a Sin unpardonable: for from God's own 


* 


\ 
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words in the fourth Commandment, I the Lord : 


God, am a jealous God, viſiting the Sins of the Father unto 
_ the third and fourth Generation: From whence they ſay, 


that Children that are baſe-born are not ſaved, un- 
to the third and fourth Generation. But this is a 


moſt erroneous Interpretation of God's word, it is 
them that hate him and continue hating of him, that 
he will viſit their Iniquities upon: for Fornicators and 


4 


Adulterers themſelves may repent and be ſav'd, 
much more the Children who knew. nothing, nor 
could kelp nothing. For Chriſt with his own mouth 
tells the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat. 21. 13. that the 


Publicans and Harlots ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 5 


God before them, for there is no fin but is pardon. 

able, except the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. But, 
Thirdly, The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is alone 

the ſin unto death, that is, a ſin unpardonable, never 


to be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the world 


to come: Not becauſe the merits of Chriſt is not 
ſufficient to pardon it, for this ſin, as well as all 
other ſins, are but infinite, whereas the merits of 
Chriſt are infinite. 3 
Object. But what is the reaſon then that this Sin cannot 
be forgiven ? 5 
Anſw. This queſtion brings me to the fourth thing 


conſiderable: do but mind me a little, and I will as 


| plain and as clear as I can, tell you what the reaſon is: 


The reaſon ariſes from the nature of the ſin, for 
this ſin, by whomſoever it is committed, burdens the 
Heart, and ſears the Conſcience, ſo that there is no 


place for repentance to be wrought, neither for that 
nor any other fin, This ſin is called the fin 2 
. 5 - 1 _ 


for ſalvation, now for ſuch a one to be forgiven, is 


not imply a Contradiction: but for God to forgive 
ſin committed againſt the Holy Ghoſt .implies a Con- 
tradiQion : For how can he have pardon: given him; 
that utterly rejects it? As for inſtance : 
through ignorance may deny Chriſt, and maliciouſly - | 


— 


| us bead oh FR -: 
| the Holy Ghoſt; not becauſe it is à Sin againſt the 


Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo is all ſin againſt his 
Perſon, but is called the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
becauſe it is againſt the office and work of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now every one of the three Perſons have. 
their particular V Vork : the VVork of the Father is to 


and r 
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his ge 
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create: the VVork of the Son is to redeem loſt fin- | — 


ners: and the work of the Holy Ghoſt is to enlighten, | 
convince, fanctify, and convert them: Now a Man 
committing this unpardonable fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, rejects all this V Vork of the Spirit. Now for 
a Man to be throughly enlightned by the Holy Ghoſt» 
that he comes to know the evil of fin, and of his 
loſt and undone condition without Chriſt, and that 
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he | 
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none but the merits of Chriſt can ſave him, then for 
him wilfully and maliciouſly to oppoſe him, and the 
VVork of his Spirit, and will not be beholding to him 


—_ impoſſible. | | F 

| jet. But "why is it impoſſible? Nothing is impo ſ= 

ſible with God. 7 | DE : EY 
Anſw. Nothing is impoſſible with God that does 


A Man 


fall from the profeſſion of the truth, into all kind of 
VVickedneſs, as did St. Paul, and the Jews that cru- 
cified Chriſt : and yet not falling agaiuft Light and 


upon him, iq enlighten him, and to convince him of 
his Folly, and ſo. make way for converſion. And 


falls back, through infirmity and the weakneſs of 


the fleſh, as Perer did, and doth nos fall wilfully and | 


Knowledge, there is room for the Holy Ghoſt co work 


beſides, a Man, after he hath been enlightned, and | 


[Mer 
are 
my 


and 
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the and renew him aga'n, and | 
hig for abuſing ſo much Love and Mercy, and ſo carry on 


"ſt, his good work unto ſalvation. But for a Man when 
oly [he is once enlightned by the Holg*Ghoſt, and has had 
aveſ ſome taſte of God's love & favdur, and ſome fore · taſte 
to | of the joys of heaven, and then at laſt utterly oppo- 
in-] ſing z illuminating work of the Spirit, and wilfully 
0, | iouſly to fall away, and ſo to reject the ſpirits. 


| obs wretched creature has utterly rejected him: his 
nlightning work, his convir.cing wor k, his _— | 
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work in him à deep ſorr 


work: Alas! then the Holy Ghoſt has done, 
he has nothing more that he can work in him; for 


work, he has utterly rejected Chriſt's. Pardon, he 


and all. Now this poor Wretch is paſt all hopes of 


Tal bl Mercy, all hopes of pardon : nay, for ſuch a one we 
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-]- Earth, can do him any good: 


are forbidden to pray, as you ſee in the verſe whereof 


my Text is a part. Now Chriſt prayed for them that 


_ maliciouſly crucified him, Luke 23. 34. Saying, Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they did, Alas! 


they knew .not what they were doing, for had they. 


knew it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory, 1 Corinth. 2. 8. But if they had known, and 


vet crucified him, Chriſt would not have. ſpent his 
breath to pray for them: for it would have been ut- 
. terly in vain; for when a Man bus committed this 


unpardonable Sin, all the Prayers of Heaven, vor 
for as the Text ſaith, 

1 here is Sin unto Death. - 1 
I ſhall conclude all with a few words of Applicati. 
on, and I will be as ſhort as poſſible, becauſe this Diſ- 


courſe will be too large for ſo ſmall a Book. Here is, 


Firſt, A word of comfort. Secondly, A word of counſel: 
Firſt, A word of comfort: It may be witll reading 
and hearing of this terrible Diſcourſe, your h##v{6 de- 
gin to ach with fear that you have committed his 
unpardonable Sin: But I think-1 have ſufficiefighy 
prov'd to you what it ĩs: and tell you again, that there 
| are 
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znaeear the ſin againſt the Holy Gbo, and they are 
|. theſe, hy pocriſie taking only the outward Profeflion - 


| of” to committing of that unpardonable Sin. And, 
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te that 1 that can commit it; ; nayz "hordare wiſtt, 
ons that are tormented in hell, yet never committed⸗ 
this Sin; nay, . an ignoraut Proteſtant r 
Ades t of a flaviſhfear,turn Papiſt, 
and ri e his N yet not cchanit this ; 

0 the Holy Ghoſt : fox doirg 
infirmity, there wer | 8 


* 


ln have — it, and with J 
that you had not — ited it, if it mere to do agai 
then it is a true Sign that you bave not committed 185 
conaly, | muſt Loneipde alſo with a word of Coun- 
Watch very dilligently againſt all ſin; but 
above all take eſpecial heed of thoſe ſins that come \, 
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of Religion, aud fo diffembling and mocking God; 
inning wilfully againſt conviction of Conſcience, and 
againſt great light and knowledge: ſinning preſump- 1 
2 and with an high hand. theſc Sins, tho nane 
of them are the direct Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, yet- 
| they will come very near to it: therefare take eſpe- 
_ claf heed of them, leſt they in time ſhould F 
Laſtiy, Labour to be {incere in Religion, ànd bra | 
true faith, ingraft your ſelves into eau e, 
that be with Chriſt, can never commit this bi dM. 
© ole fin: ** know this, that amonglt a Hs + 
committed by fallen Mankind, there is on Ts bat 
i Sin umo Death, which is the ugpardonable ſin a- 4 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt :\ which wholdever commits it 
hath no Forgiveneſs, neither in this World, nor in - 
_ the Werld to come. 


Confoder what has been faid, and _ Lid give you u- 
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